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ROUTES-NETWORKS-CONNECTIONS 

‘Merchants and Mayors, the Chappell Family in Tudor Exeter’* 

By Margaret A. Rice 

 

During Exeter’s Heritage Open Days, the Incorporation of Weavers, Fullers and 
Shearmen, will be hosting talks and book signing at Tuckers Hall, Fore Street, 

Exeter. 

At this event the author will give an illustrated talk about her latest book, 
published Sept 12th 2024. 

 

There will two sessions offered: Friday, September 13th 

11.30 am– 12.30 pm and 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm 

Entry is free of charge.  

Synopsis 

Discover life in 16th century Exeter, a story of a successful merchant family, 
who were members of the Company of Merchant Adventurers and the early 
cloth Guilds, who through courage and adversity became Exeter’s leading 
citizens and mayors of the city. The lives and times of brothers, William and 
Thomas and their cousin John Chappell have been brought to life using the rich 
records and archives of the city. Their family life is also described, the houses 
where they lived, where they paid their taxes and the valuable inheritance they 
left to their children. 

Stories of the next generation and connections to other merchant families; one 
grandson of Thomas, Henry Bagwell** who left England in 1609, on the Sea 
Venture, with the fleet taking urgent supplies to Jamestown, survived a 
shipwreck and became a successful civic personality in early Virginia. 

      *This book is published by Blue Poppy Publishing, Ilfracombe,  Devon. 

** The Henry Bagwell Story, English Adventurer, Virginia Planter,  by Margaret A.Rice is 
published by Secant publishing, USA, 2021 


